How to get and easily access a single value from an Eloquent query.
I'm trying get a single value from MySQL database using laravel but the problem I'm getting an array 

Edit:
Sorry i forgot about pluck() as many have commented : Easiest way is :
return DB::table('users')->where('username', $username)->pluck('groupName');
Which will directly return the only the first result for the requested row as a string.
Using the fluent query builder you will obtain an array anyway. I mean The Query Builder has no idea how many rows will come back from that query. Here is what you can do to do it a bit cleaner
$result = DB::table('users')->select('groupName')->where('username', $username)->first();
The first() tells the queryBuilder to return only one row so no array, so you can do :
return $result->groupName;
Hope it helps


i know i edited the answer, i agree pluck() is the best in that case. 
– elfif
 Sep 19, 2014 at 10:00
· 10
In Laravel 5.2+ pluck() will always return an array 
– darronz
 Dec 5, 2016 at 15:57
· in laravel 5.5 first() this is better to get a single result . sothat we can user $result->firstname 
– Anoop P S
 Apr 2, 2019 at 11:02
· 1
For anyone who comes here for Laravel >=5.3, please see my answer: stackoverflow.com/a/41545516/6935763 
– Abhay Maurya
 May 9, 2019 at 9:04


