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Date: March 19, 2019
Update on Annual Report Process
As you know there are roughly 26 separate reports that go into the Annual Report.  They include reports generated from data that is stored in the database, static report pages and the bar charts.
We wanted to create a process that would allow the user to select a client, push a button and one pdf report would be generated. In order to do this, we had two options.  Buy expensive software or find some free code libraries and write our own code.  We chose to use the libraries. 
· https://tcpdf.org/  to write reports.
· https://www.setasign.com/products/fpdi/about/  to merge all the reports into one pdf.
· http://www.goat1000.com/svggraph-bar.php  to create our bar charts.

The steps to make this happen are;
1. Create code to generate each report from the database and save them to a folder on the server. (This step is completed)
2. Create code to generate the five bar chart reports from the database and save them to the folder on the server. (Sallie is working on this step now.)
3. Place each static report that we get from Pam or Alex in the folder on the server. (Test pages have been added)
4. Create the code to generate the bookmarks for each report page in the merged pdf.
5. Create the code to generate the Table of Contents for each report page in the merged pdf.
Sallie messaged me last night and said she was successful in testing step 2 (bar charts).  As soon as I get a bar chart example I’ll send it to Pam. 
I will speak with Sallie tonight about an estimated time frame to complete the entire Annual Report process.  I know it has been somewhat difficult to estimate due to the fact that we have been navigating uncharted waters.   


I’ll keep you all posted.
Bob



   

