Why NOT return view instead of redirecting after a POST route?
https://stackoverflow.com/questions/21600349/laravel-load-a-view-after-posting

In laravel I see people redirecting after posting data.
//Inside the postProduct() function
if(success){

   return Redirect::to('products');

}

It's not about the Laravel, instead, it's about a good or right way of doing things. In other words, it's a good programming practice to redirect to another route/page after you successfully submit a form.
Even in CodeIgniter or plain Php I do like this approach and encourage other developers to do that. So, the question is why this redirect is better than directly calling another method from the same request to show another view/page ?
This is the life cycle of the process:
1. You post a form to a route/action page.
2. You validate the submitted data and upon successful validation you insert the submitted data in to your database, otherwise you redirect back to that form with errors and old user inputs.
So. assume that, you have submitted a form and done saving the data into database successfully. After you save it you done something like this:
return View::make('...')->with('success', 'Data saved!');
In this case, your user can see the success message on the screen but what if the user, presses the f5 key from the keyboard to refresh the page (probably, accidentally), the form will be submitted to the same action again and the whole process will be repeated again.
So, if you had a redirect after form submission then, refreshing the page won't make any request to that form again.
Google search result on form resubmit on refresh., check the links, may be first one/two, you'll get better idea about the problem and the benefits of redirection after form submission.



SESSION VARIABLES
The correct syntax for this is...
Session::set('variableName', $value);
To get the variable, you'd use...
Session::get('variableName');
If you need to set it once, I'd figure out when exactly you want it set and use Events to do it. For example, if you want to set it when someone logs in, you'd use...
Event::listen('auth.login', function()
{
    Session::set('variableName', $value);
});


Route::get('/home', function () {
    // Retrieve a piece of data from the session...
    $value = session('key');

    // Specifying a default value...
    $value = session('key', 'default');

    // Store a piece of data in the session...
    session(['key' => 'value']);
});



in php
<?php
// Start the session
session_start();
?>


<?php
// Set session variables
$_SESSION["favcolor"] = "green";
$_SESSION["favanimal"] = "cat";
echo "Session variables are set.";
?>

<?php
// Echo session variables that were set on previous page
echo "Favorite color is " . $_SESSION["favcolor"] . ".<br>";
echo "Favorite animal is " . $_SESSION["favanimal"] . ".";
?>

<?php
print_r($_SESSION);
?>

<?php
// remove all session variables
session_unset();

// destroy the session
session_destroy();
?>





How to call a JavaScript function from PHP?
As far as PHP is concerned (or really, a web server in general), an HTML page is nothing more complicated than a big string.
All the fancy work you can do with language like PHP - reading from databases and web services and all that - the ultimate end goal is the exact same basic principle: generate a string of HTML*.
Your big HTML string doesn't become anything more special than that until it's loaded by a web browser. Once a browser loads the page, then all the other magic happens - layout, box model stuff, DOM generation, and many other things, including JavaScript execution.
So, you don't "call JavaScript from PHP", you "include a JavaScript function call in your output".
There are many ways to do this, but here are a couple.
Using just PHP:
echo '<script type="text/javascript">',
     'jsfunction();',
     '</script>'
;
Escaping from php mode to direct output mode:
<?php
    // some php stuff
?>
<script type="text/javascript">
    jsFunction();
</script>
You don't need to return a function name or anything like that. First of all, stop writing AJAX requests by hand. You're only making it hard on yourself. Get jQuery or one of the other excellent frameworks out there.
Secondly, understand that you already are going to be executing javascript code once the response is received from the AJAX call.
Here's an example of what I think you're doing with jQuery's AJAX
$.get(
    'wait.php',
    {},
    function(returnedData) {
        document.getElementById("txt").innerHTML = returnedData;

        //  Ok, here's where you can call another function
        someOtherFunctionYouWantToCall();

        // But unless you really need to, you don't have to
        // We're already in the middle of a function execution
        // right here, so you might as well put your code here
    },
    'text'
);

function someOtherFunctionYouWantToCall() {
    // stuff
}
Now, if you're dead-set on sending a function name from PHP back to the AJAX call, you can do that too.
$.get(
    'wait.php',
    {},
    function(returnedData) {
        // Assumes returnedData has a javascript function name
        window[returnedData]();
    },
    'text'
);
* Or JSON or XML etc.

